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Alhamdullilah with the grace of the Almighty, the HMA completes another successful 
year in its young life. Establishing a school is never an easy task, however with the 
support of our teachers, parents and the community at large, the institution continues 
to grow from strength to strength with each passing year.

Reflecting on an age old adage of “educating the mind without educating the 
heart is no education at all”; the HMA’s mission remains one of holistic development, 
Academic, Islamic and Extra-curricular. Recognizing that education is a treasure that 
follows its owner everywhere, the Academy continuously endeavours to deliver on its 
responsibility of creating an environment that fosters such holistic development.

This requires focus not only on academic excellence, but equally on understanding and 
gaining an appreciation for living and respecting the values that define us as Muslims. 
Through a holistic developmental process, our children will be better empowered to 
operate and excel in diverse environments without compromising on who we are 
as Muslims and indeed then become tomorrow’s leaders. To this end, the Board of 
Governors would like to extend their sincere gratitude to the faculty of the HMA who 
largely define the Houghton Muslim Academy and have been working diligently in 
ensuring that the institution delivers on its mandate. 

The year 2013 which marks the 2nd year since the establishment of the HMA saw the 
introduction of our very first Grade 1 class coupled with an impressive overall growth 
rate of close to 70%. The Academy also participated in its first external examinations 
and achieved an exceptional 100% pass rate with an overall average scoring in excess 
of 80%. Through the introduction of computer classes and the outsourcing of extra-
curricular activities, the institution continues to strive towards holistic development with 
current plans in place allowing the Academy to progress further in these areas going 
forward.  

The year was also marked with the good fortune of the HMA securing the land adjacent 
to the existing premises. This acquisition which is a critical milestone for the Academy 
together with the existing premises provides the appropriate platform to mobilise 
the institutions longer term strategy. Accordingly the HMA is now forging ahead in 
establishing schooling beyond the previously approved foundation phase up to the 
intermediate phase - Grade 7. Currently architectural plans are in the 
process of being finalized to establish a consolidated foundation and intermediate 
phase fully equipped with appropriate academic, extra-curricular and extramural 
facilities. 

The year 2014 is accordingly set to be a very challenging and yet very exciting time 
for the HMA. 
The response from the community with regard to admissions for 2014 has been 
overwhelming, with most classes reaching full capacity and an overall occupancy 
rate of 93% achieved. With the introduction of Grade 2 and the 2nd stream of Grade 1, 
the foundation phase will be well embedded for on-going sustainability. Construction 
is planned to commence early in the new year, and we envisage having a new facility 
available to our learners toward the end of the year.

In concluding, “Learning is not attained by chance; it must be sought for with ardour 
and attended to with diligence”.  We thus remain committed to providing the necessary 
platform required to unlock the potential inherent within our children;collectively 
through teachers of the highest calibre, suitable facilities and an overall environment 
that is the embodiment of the Islamic culture and spirit that defines us. The Board 
of Governors humbly thanks you for your continued support in nurturing tomorrow’s 
leaders and assures you of our best intentions at all times.

Jazakallah, 
Board of Governors

the Board
Message from

Head of Department
Message from the

Foundation
Phase
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Adding value to academic excellence

Nabi Muhammad (SAW) said: “The best of people are those with the most excellent 
character.” 
 The establishment of Muslim schools is always met with a degree of scepticism and 
criticism. Muslim schools are compared to other independent schools that may seem 
to offer our learners greater opportunities. However, we at the Houghton Muslim 
Academy strive to maintain a balance between the conventional school curriculum 
and the Islamiyaat curriculum.

Ask a 6 or 7 year old how he/she should behave towards Allah Ta’aala, and you will 
no doubt be greeted by a look of confusion and puzzlement. Alhumdullilah, at school 
we teach our children correct etiquette and behaviour towards Allah Ta’ala and 
His creation. This leads to a sound belief system which is the foundation to a good 
character, Insha-Allah. 

We encourage our learners to become achievers while they maintain their Islamic 
identity by developing strong Islamic characters. Therefore, our school must:
• Be an institution that promotes Islamic culture
• Foster an attachment to the Quraan 
• Promote academic excellence.

The school is an extension of the home and this is where the school and home work 
together in harmony, as a team to conscientise our children about our Creator and His 
creation and at the same time promote academic excellence.
May Allah always guide our children.

Shukran
F.Areff

She gracefully carries the load of collecting money, booking outings, typing letters 
and seeing to the day to day which in 2013 has been a pretty busy school year, with 
the increase of learners at our school. 

She often ends up doing a great deal more than the normal run of the mill, never 
refusing, alway keeping the goal in mind -  to make ‘our’ school a place we can all 
be proud of.

When returning to school in the third term the phone became ‘enemy number 1’ - with 
some unpleasant calls as new applications were being processed, yet patiently she 
won the war!

We take this opportunity to thank HMA’s secretary Razia Pilodia for being our pillar of 
strength, for putting her heart into all she does and for being a friend!

We hope to share many more years with you at H.M.A Raz!

F Mayet

the scenes
Behind



Kids art & 
craft half
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* Make your kid’s event extra special by including art activities.
 *Canvas, paintbrushes, paints, boards, boxes, letter 

decorations and many more...
 

* Different material’s to choose from 
* Materials supplied for each child

Email for package specials: asma85n@hotmail.com

* Available in December 2013, and
every school holiday 
* Material’s supplied

* Price - R 100 per session but call now
to enquire about our holiday specials

Asma - 082 489 3002
(also sms or whatsapp)
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The teachers of the 
HMA are...

From the desk of the HOD  
- Pre School

There’s a place that when you walk in, the warmest smiles run to greet you 
and small loving hands reach out to hug you. Everyday with bags on their 
backs and their innocent, sometimes tired eyes they come and listen eagerly 
to the stories told, and they share their stories. Everyday a new adventure - 
making caterpillars out of egg cartons, painting with marbles and making 
robot sandwiches, they show delight in simple pleasures.  Sometimes we go on
adventures far away on a “bus” to see where milk comes from and sometimes 
the zoo comes to us! We learn how to run very fast and we learn how to be 
very quiet when it’s story time. We make friends, we fight, we shout, we cry and 
then we smile, we laugh, we jump for joy because we learning and we growing 
everyday! We blessed to have a school in Masjidul Furqaan, we call out the 
Adhaan, we bow down to pray, we learn to respect the Masjid every day. We 
dream and imagine a beautiful world that we want to grow up in, sometimes 
“filled with Jelly Tots”, but always filled with happiness.   

Alhamdulillah with the help of Allah we have managed a very successful year 
at the pre school and due to the great demand we added on another Grade 
00 class this year.

It has been a great pleasure working with a team of outstanding teachers 
that take teaching to the level of making our school “a home away from 
home”guiding, wiping tears and making learning so much fun.To teachers 
Humsheera ,Nabeelah,Faheema,Ayesha and Yusra all your efforts hard work 
and “heart” that you put into your work is what makes our school so special.

Sadly at the end of this year we say farewell to Teacher Yusra who has been a 
wonderful teacher and  a very special member of staff, always volunteering 
to assist and who has been our official “computer whizz”. She will Insha Allah 
become a mum soon and we wish her everything of the best. 

To our support staff Maria, Sakina, Lizzie, Joyce,Halima and Masego, thank 
you not only for keeping our school neat and tidy but for also taking such 
good care of our kids in the bathroom. Your support is greatly valued and 
appreciated. Thank you to Idilisa for keeping our school grounds clean and 
assisting whenever we needed help.

Thank you to all the members of the board who have made time this year to 
support us at the school, May Allah reward you greatly.

Thank you to Raz who has taken on so much sometimes, we really appreciate 
all you do.

Our privately run therapy unit continues to provide vital services to all our pupils 
who need assistance. A special thanks to Amina Laher (O.T.) Dilshaad Ebrahim 
(speech and hearing therapist) and Shireen Ismail (educational psychologist).

Thank you to all our extra-murals for providing such well organised and fun 
activities for our kids this year.  

Thank you to our parents for being a great support, for trusting us withyour little 
ones and a special thanks to those parents have volunteered in the year to 
help out. 

We at the HMA will strive to give our very best to nurture our learners and guide 
them with the help of Allah, to grow strong,to grow wise, to make all that they 
learn be empowering and to be of benefit to the world, and
benefit them in the Hereafter.  
Aameen
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The teachers of the 
HMA are...
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Masjid Tour

The beginning of a new school year always brings with it some anxiety 
from our little ones, regardless of whether it’s their first day at school 
or they are returning for a new year. A masjid tour was conducted by 
our teachers during the first week of school – familiarising the kids of 
the  importance of the masjid and the  five daily salaah, and making 
the kids feel at home with their beautiful surroundings. 

One of the highlights of the day had to be listening to the azaan, as 
well as giving the kids an opportunity to call the azaan. Our kids are 
very blessed to be in such a special environment and respecting the 
masjid is inculcated daily in our children. 
May the Almighty make all of our children regular in salaah and 
develop in them a respect for the sanctity of the masjid. (Ameen) 

Douglasdale Dairy Farm

Nothing stimulates little minds more than a visit to somewhere new 
and exciting. The Douglasdale Dairy Farm proved to be an excellent 
choice for our term one excursion, and the kids were enthralled by 
the milk factory bottling and packaging our calcium goodness. 
The weather was fine, and the bus ride there was part of the fun 
while feeding the cows was the cherry on top. 

After a short talk on the bottling process as well as the importance of 
drinking milk, our kids as well as teachers had to don hair nets before 
entering the factory. Most of our teachers will agree that it was not 
our finest style moment, but our kids looked adorable! A picnic lunch 
in the shade and soon it was time to make our way home. 

Douglasdale Dairy Farm was king enough to give each child a set of 
drinking glasses and magnet.

Thank you douglasdale! 

Special Excursions
By: Ayesha Seedat

Community Helpers…. 

For our community helpers week we got the little ones learning 
about everyone from the doctor and police to the librarian and their 
very own teachers. To facilitate learning, many community helpers 
were approached to come and talk to our little ones, and as always 
our kids were bright eyed and in awe of some of the helpers as they 
spoke to them about their work. 

The week kicked off with a visit from some of our local police, 
who educated our little ones on the importance of not talking to 
strangers. The excitement on the day the fire department was due 
to visit our school reached titanic proportions, as our kids were eager 
to see the fire engine and climb on board. 

As the fire department is always on duty, our visit was cut short as our 
fire fighters had to suddenly dash off to go and see to an emergency. 
Our kids had to step back, and most watched with bated breath 
as the fire siren was sounded and the fire engine made a quick 
departure from our school premises. 

Fortunately, they returned the next day to complete their 
demonstration for the kids, showing them everything from their 
safety clothes to the ‘jaws of life’ that is used on accident scenes. 
A very educational day indeed!

Our community helpers week ended with a visit from one of our 
local doctors. Dr. Tasneem Kadwa was kind enough to take some 
time from her busy schedule and come and speak to the kids about 
the importance of visiting the doctor when necessary. Dr. Kadwa 
emphasized to the kids that there is no need to be afraid of the 
Doctor, as well as the importance of taking medicine when sick, and 
this was very well received by the kids. 

Hifz Boy visit..

The holy month of Ramadaan had all of our teachers geared up to 
enlighten our little ones as much as possible on the importance and 
necessity behind fasting, reading salaah as well as the recitation of 
the Holy Quraan. 

While the approach of the last ten days of Ramadan allowed us to 
take the kids on a ‘mini tour’ of the itikaaf premises – showing kids 
where the men sitting in itikaaf sleep and eat, the biggest highlight 
for the kids had to be when Hifz student, Waseem Ismail visited. 

Being a bit nervous at first, Waseem really managed to get down to 
the kids level and get them excited about reading and memorising 

the holy Quraan. May the Almighty grant all of our youngsters the 
ability to read and memorise the quraan and may we see many 
Huffaaz in the near future from amongst our kids. Ameen.

A Suprise Visit...

All our kids and parents were told that an extra special visit was taking 
place at the school. When learning who it was, the excitement was 
uncontainable. With most of our kids knowing his songs by heart,  
Zain Bhika was a real treat for the kids as they got to sing for him as 
well as with him. 

What better way to end of term three than a beautiful spring day 
on the Astro turf with Zain bhika keeping our kids entertained with his 
inspiring vocals! 

“cut a tree, plant a tree”

Reflect on all Allahs 
beautiful creation, it 
counts as worship.

Eat and drink from the 
provision of Allah and do 
not commit abuse on the 
earth.

Green Deen Week…. 

Conserving our Environment and preventing wastage of any form is 
part of our beautiful deen.  It is this beautiful Islamic principle that has 
led to the implementation of ‘Green deen Week’ in Islamic Schools 
across the country. 

‘Green Deen’ is a campaign spearheaded by the Muslim Students 
Association in South Africa that promotes the education of our 
learners regarding all matters relating to our environment. HMA 
was out in full force to ensure that we also took part in this national 
campaign, held from the 7th to the 11th of October. 

Our teachers made an extra effort to educate learners on the 
importance of protecting the environment,emphasizing simple 
things we can do to ensure that we encourage nature conservation.

 Some of these included: 
• Ensuring that electricity is not wasted and lights and fans are   
 switched off when not in use. 
• Making sure we don’t litter and clean up after ourselves. 
• Keeping water wastage to a minimum. 
• Food wastage is a big no-no and off cuts should be fed to birds  
 instead of finding themselves in the bin. 

Posters were made, (using recycled material of course) to promote 
these principles and beautify our walls. Our kids were also in for a 
special treat in the form of a puppet show that kept them 
entertained while educating as well. Our little ones were also 
requested to come to school dressed in green, creating an 
awareness of ‘green deen.’

The foundation phase promoted ‘green deen’ with a ‘green civies 
day’ and took it upon themselves to clean up the area in front of our 
school by picking up the litter outside. 

While the green deen campaign lasted a week, we must make the 
effort to remain ‘green’ throughout the year, and try to take care of 
the numerous bounties Allah has provided us with to the best of our 
ability. 

HMA Receives  
special visits from...



Sports! 

The 12th of May saw parents and children out in full force as the Jellytots 
took on the Smarties in our annual sports day. While winter had set in, 
better weather could’nt have been asked for, and the braai, drinks and 
tea garden were very well supported by all as everyone was amazed 
at the cuteness and athletism of our little ones. 

From the ‘egg and strainer’ to the ‘eat the doughnut’ and our basic flat 
race, our kids had a blast while family members from baby brothers to 
Nani’s and Dadi’s cheered them on! When the little ones were done, 
the dads and granddads had their turn too, and a real atmosphere of 
camaraderie prevailed! 

The day ended off with the little ones receiving little goodie bags and 
a medal for their participation. 
A big thank you to all that made this day a resounding success, 
especially to all the mothers that so willingly assisted and donated to 
our tuck shop.

Dressing up….

The end of the second term always brings with it the much awaited 
‘end of term’ party that the kids love. This year, adding a different spin 
to things, we decided to allow kids to come as ‘what I want to be when 
I grow up!’ The variety and detail of the costumes was remarkable! 
From race car drivers and chefs, to artists, golfers, surgeons and doctors. 

The list goes on. We even had a sheikh, and many aapas amongst the 
lot. May Allah grant each one of our little ones success in their lives and 
their future vocations. Ameen. 

Picnics…

The arrival of Spring had to be signalled with a fun outdoor activity – 
and what better way than to enjoy the outdoors than a picnic. Mums 
were invited to join us on the AstroTurf for a reading picnic, where the 
focus for the day was on the importance of reading. 

Each mum was asked to bring their child’s favourite book to read to 
them. A special story time by Aunty Fehmz followed our ‘quiet reading 
time’ and mums and kids enjoyed Aunty Fehmz’s dramatic storytelling 
in hearing about how ‘the giraffe got its long neck.’ 

While everyone enjoyed their picnic goodies as mums went all 
out in preparing the most beautiful and delicious spread of treats, 
entertainment was provided in the form of games for the mums. 
Names were chosen at random and our mums were good sports in 
answering literacy based questions and racing with books balanced 
on their heads! A donation box was also available as kids were asked 
to donate a book to the school. 

Alhamdulillah, many lovely books were collected. A very big thank 
you to all who donated as well as attended and made this day the 
wonderful success that it was. 
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Spring Day : 2 September 2013

Spring, the season of blossoming colours and regrowth was 
enthusiastically welcomed by the Foundation Phase at HMA. Learners 
packed away their school uniforms and donned bright , beautiful 
spring colours in anticipation of Allah, blessing us with warmer ,longer , 
brighter days of sunshine and merciful rain.

Each class planted a flower of their choice. The grade 1 class chose to 
plant  petunia seedlings whilst Teacher Safiyya’s grade R class planted 
a pin cushion Protea and Teacher Somayya’s class planted a lavender 
plant. Pupils from each class are taking an active roll in looking after 
their ‘ class plant’ and with the mercy and blessing of Allah our spring 
garden is flourishing beautifully.

In addition to spring day planting and as part of  our Lifeskills programme 
the grade R learners successfully experimented with bean planting. 
Each learner nurtured their growing bean from the ‘wet’ seed stage to 
replanting the growing bean plant in soil.

Speech Day : 3 September 2013

Lights, Camera, Action !!!!

The 3rd of September brought much excitement with a bit of butterflies 
and anxiety to the Foundation Phase at Houghton Muslim Academy.  
A highly successful Speech Day was held and our learners entertained 
us with a variety of interesting and often humorous topics.

Different topics – from ‘being the youngest’ to their ‘favourite toy.’ 
Each child was awarded with a certificate of participation as well as 
a slab of chocolate for their worthy efforts. A big thank you to all the 
parents that assisted in preparing their children for this day, as well as 
for attending our speech day.

We plan for this to be an annual event at the Houghton Muslim 
Academy as we work towards building confidence and speaking 
skills in our learners. In addition to Speech Day and in keeping with the  
idea of boosting the confidence and speaking skills in our learners, 
the grade R  classes conducted a termly, theme based “show and 
tell”. Insha Allah Allah swt will grant them eloquence and righteousness  
of their speech.
Ameen.

Career   Week: 23-30 August  2013

The Foundation Phase at HMA , under the  CAPS  theme  : Jobs people 
Do  ; held a career week whereby we hosted  a series of guests  as 
representatives from a variety of different careers. Our aim in hosting 
such an event was to inform and expand the knowledge of our learners 
with regard to different jobs that people do.

We had a doctor, dentist,principal,paramedic, soccer coach, lifestyle 
coach, cyclist and hunter each of whom, enthralled the learners with 
exciting details about their choice in career.

Sincere thanks and appreciation to :
Life style Coach : Cheyne  Web
Doctor : Dr. Tasneem Kadwa
Soccer Coach : Mr M. S . Laher
Paramedic : Medic 786 : Mr. Verna Hubsch
Pincipal : Mr. I . Areff
Dentist : Dr A. Navlakhi
Cyclist : Mrs Y. Nagdee
Hunter : Mr I. Ravat

Special Days
To Remember...



ONE: Don’t miss the boat

TWO: Remember that we are all in the same boat

THREE: Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Nuh (AS) built the ark

FOUR: Stay fit. When you’re 600 years old, someone may ask you to do something really big.

FIVE: Don’t listen to critics. Just get on with the job

SIX: Build your future on high ground

SEVEN: For safety’s sake, travel in pairs

EIGHT: Speed isn’t always an advantage. 

The snails were on board with the cheetahs

NINE: When you’re stressed, float for a while

TEN: NO matter the storm, when you are with Allah, 

there is always a rainbow waiting

Everything I need to know,
I learned from Nuh (AS) Ark
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The following are a few helpful hints forwhen it comes to looking at and appreciating your child’s art:

Look past the scribbles! Find something to compliment in each of your child’s creative works.
Even if the drawing papers a mass of scribbles, praise the use of colours or space. But don’t be so effacive with your  
praise that your child doubts your sincerity or stops trying to do better.

Don’t be a critic! The process and product need only be pleasing to your child, not to you or anyone else.  
When they making a card for Grandma, don’t say “maybe grandma won’t like those colours”.  
Doing what’s different, is after all what creativity is all About.

If your child is unhappy about a particular creation, show respect for their judgement rather
than saying, “Oh, you’re wrong honey that’s great!”
Point out some specifics you really think are good or make some suggestions for improvement.
Encourage but don’t insist on another attempt.

Art is a chance to express what is inside. Don’t limit your child’s opportunities let their
FEELINGS, WISHES or even DREAMS be shown Through their Creativity

CHILDRENS ART
BY ADULT STANDARDS

DO NOT JUDGE

Find something 
to compliment 
in each of your 
child’s creative 
works.
“ “
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NORWOOD 011 728 3370 | COLONY 011 880 4725 
OTHER SANHA APPROVED OUTLETS: SOUTHGATE, SIGNET LENASIA, PAN AFRICA - COLONY 

FREE DELIVERY* 

ADVERT SPONSORED BY FRANCHKINGS

HOT & FRESH EVERYTImE!

*T&Cs apply. Free Delivery: Minimum order of R50 is required to qualify for Free Delivery (5km radius of restaurant ordered from). Free Delivery available at selected restaurants 
only. Debonairs Pizza reserves the right to charge a delivery fee outside the specified delivery area, if deemed necessary. Free Delivery applies from the restaurant ordered from 
to the first point of entry, i.e. security gate. Facebook: www.facebook.com/DebonairsPizza Twitter: @DebonairsPizza. Visit www.debonairspizza.co.za for nutritional information.
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All praises is due to Allah for all the numerous favours that are showered upon us daily. Salutations and choicest Blessings  be upon 
the most virtuous creation, our Nabie Muhammed (S.A.W).Mercy be upon his family,sahaaba (R.A) and all his followers until the 
day of reckoning.

Each child is a gift and ni’met (bounty) from Allah Ta’ala. Allah Ta’ala has embedded the love of one’s child in the hearts of every 
parent irrespective of creed, culture or colour.

Nabie Muhammed (S.A.W) has said,” All of you are guardians and are responsible for your subjects. The ruler is a guardian of his 
subjects and man is a guardian of his family, the lady is a guardian of her husband’s house and his off-springs and all of you are 
guardians and responsible for your subjects.”  

The love that muslim parents  have is not confined or limited to providing of material and physical comforts and requirements of 
this world only, but to model the life of our children in light of the teaching of the holy Quraan and our beloved Nabie Muhammed 
(S.A.W), so that our children may enjoy a life of  eternal happiness and joy.
Alhamdulillah, Allah has blessed me to be in the company of the most purest of hearts and minds.

I can never repay Allah for this bounty unto me. Everyday is a new adventure. When a child looks up to me with the most radiant 
smile and says to me “I LOVE YOU APA” that moment is priceless. 2013 at Houghton Muslim Academy has been challenging yet 
most rewarding. Houghton  Muslim Academy has a very special place in my heart.

Dear parents, Allah has bestowed us with the greatest of gifts, “Our Children “. Let’s show our children the love of our deen by 
reading to them stories of our history, inculcating the sunnah of the most beloved creation of Allah Ta’ala and showing them the 
greatness of Allah Ta’ala. When a child recognises the rights of his/her creator, then the rights of creationis fulfilled with ease by 
that individual.
May Allah Ta’ala keep our children steadfast on Imaan and make them shining leaders which will guide our Ummat to truth and 
goodness. 

Aameen
Muallima Luthfiya Mayet

THE ISLAMI’AT
FROM THE DESK OF
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DID YOU KNOW A SIMPLE MAMMOGRAM COULD SAVE YOUR LIFE ?
Being the cute and fluffy creatures animals are, it was no wonder that our kids were 
overwhelmed with excitement the day the mobile zoo visited our school early in the 
first term. From the cute and cuddly hamsters and rabbits that the kids got a chance 
to feed, to the regal turkey, duck and chicken, the mobile zoo was an extremely 
educational and enlightening experience for the kids as well as teachers. 

There were some looks of terror when the giant snake was brought out, but many of 
our courageous little ones were eager to swallow their fear and touch these reptiles, 
even allowing the zoo keeper to drape the giant snake on their shoulders! 

The mobile 
zoo… 
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Ear,�Nose�&�Throat�Specialists�and�Head�&�Neck�Surgeons

Dr�Khaleel�Ismail�Dr Ashen�Nanan�& Ass
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ALLERGY &�SINUS

HEARING

DIZZINESS�OR�VERTIGO

VOICE�DISORDERS

HALITOSIS�(BAD�BREATH)

SNORING�&�SLEEP APNOEA

HEADACHE

RHINOPLASTY

PAEDIATRIC�& ADULT

Wits�Donald�Gordon�Medical�Centre,�18�Eton�Rd 011�482�5524
Park�Lane�Clinic,�14�Junction Ave 011�484�9803
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� 0861�368�368�(0861�ENT�ENT)
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Apple Appstore:�ENT�Specialist

Android�Play:�ENT�Specialist
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My year at H.M.A is filled with such joys and memories. Although 
I am the teacher, your kids have taught me the value of a smile 
and how to appreciate the simple things in life. I would like to 
Thank my LITTLE LADY BUG parents for entrusting me with their 
little ones. 

It has been truly an honour to be part of their lives and to watch 
them grow. They have left an indelible mark on my heart. Your 
kids have excelled above and beyond what was required 
of them, I am very proud and may Allah allow them to keep 
achieving beyond their years.
I would like to thank my fellow teachers, without you ladies this 

year would not have been an overwhelming success. A Big 
thank you to our assistants without your aid we would not have 
made it through each day. 

And lastly, THANK YOU to my LITTLE LADY BUGS, for all the smiles 
and laughs we shared, for allowing me into your lives but most 
of all thank you for being YOU!!
 
LOTS OF LOVE:  

Teacher Humsheera

Message from the teacher

A Hello kitty, because I got her at home - Kayla Mansoor

A tiger, because I like tigers - Yousha Gani

A giraffe, because I like to be - Wafayra al Khansaa’ Hassem

A lion, because because - Muhammad Bismillah

A zebra, because its pretty - Amaarah Patel

A tiger, because they big - Muhammad Saley

A kitty, because they cute and fluffy - Zahra Hassen

A lion, because I like its hair - Hamzah Ravat

A rhino, because rhinos and buffalo’s go together -  Zayyana 
Hassan

A lion, because I like it - Muhammad Yousuf

A lion, because I like lions - Mariam Khan

A lion, ROAR - Aymen Shakur

A big mummy tiger, because mummy tigers want a baby tiger 
- Layyan Moosa

A dog, because I got one at home - Riyaad Varachia

An elephant, because it got a big trunk - Sarah Abdool Gafoor

What animal would you 
like to be and why?
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Waking up to the sound of my alarm clock every morning has 
been a pleasure for me as I have thoroughly enjoyed teach-
ing my ‘busy bees’ this year. Coming to school and seeing their 
smile, listening to their stories, learning from them and seeing 
them grow from day to day has been a wonderful experience. 
The joy of teaching small kids is extremely rewarding as noth-
ing goes by unnoticed and unanswered. Each day was a new 
adventure. I will tremendously miss each one of them.

To all my ‘busy bees’ remain as sweet as you are, keep smiling 
and reach for the stars. It is my hope that the little things you 
have learnt become the building blocks as you become the 
leaders of tomorrow.   
Remember our magic words, ‘sharing is caring’.

To the parents of these precious gems, Jazakallah for all your 
support and appreciation and spoiling my ‘busy bees’ with 
your kind heart. Remember, you the parent are the 1st school 
and make every day a learning day. Do hug your child daily 
and pray for their future wellbeing and success. 

Thank you to all my fellow colleagues for your support and as-
sistance and the good company. May 
Allah (SWT) bless all abundantly and grant success at all times. 

With love & duas, until we meet again

(Teacher) Nabeela

Dinosaurs because they fight, buffaloes because they knock 
horns and blocks 
–Talha Naazim Saley

A bear because I like to braai it 
– Ahmed Mahomedy

Going on holidays to Warmbaths, Durban and Barbie dolls 
– Nawal Kaka Muhammad
 
Painting , I like to wear dresses so much because I look like a 
princess and eat fruits because its healthy 
– Taskeen Valley

Singing songs, toys and blocks
– Rishaad Alberts

When you play outside and have fun and swim in the pool 
– Nabiha Valley

My mummy because she loves me and my daddy because he 
loves me even
 – Diyaanah Asvat

Swimming and playing with blocks 
– Fariah Cassoo

My sister because she likes to play with me 
– Yusairah Ally

My sister when she plays with me 
- Aaliya Moosa

Lighting Mc Queen toys and trucks from Cars 1 
– Umar Shah

My brother and my daddy 
– Zahra Sana Ashtari

My daddy because he buys me clothes 
–  Marwa Wanis Shali

Going to cabana beach, because I go to the beach and pool 
– Sabreen Omarjee

I like to have a braai because I can have so much fun and eat 
so much, playing with my daddy and I love my mummy 
– Reyhaan Akoojee

Singing spiderman songs and Ferrari cars 
–  Ammaar Sharfoddin

The ocean, fish, plants, turtles, sea flowers and sea weeds, fish 
bubbles and coral reefs –
– Abdullah Sarang

Princess because shes pretty and jellytots because it’s sweet 
– Humayra Hassen

Jumping on the trampoline and going on the jungle gym 
–  Isa Surtee

Beesusy FarewellF

What makes the ‘Busy Bees’ happy? 
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Beesusy
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Message from the teacher
TO THE PARENTS
I would like to take this opportunity to extend a heartfelt thank you to all of you 
for all your kindness, patience and understanding you have shown me this year. 
I thank you for trusting me with your ‘precious bundles’. I thank Allah for granting 
us a successful year together.  
Once again we see Allah’s greatness, because from strangers He developed 
friends.

TO MY PRECIOUS CHILDREN
You have the ability to brighten up the gloomiest of days with your tight hugs n 
broad smiles. You have been the most loving class. I was always greeted with a 
huge smile and bear hugs and ended each day with the same love. I am truly 
blessed to have been a part of your lives and growth. The time spent with all of 
you is precious and it is days I will always treasure. May Almighty Allah bless all of 
you with bright futures my “SPARKLING STARS”!  Lots of love and duas

Teacher Faheema Laher

2928



26 3130 This page was sponsored by Shiza Areff and Family This page was sponsored by Muhammad Rayan Ismail and Family



Play Barbie and colour.                   
- Maryam Bham

Play outside on my jungle gym and trampoline.
- Zaeem Carrim

Read books and play with everything else.
- Zainab Essay

Have a play date and sleep. 
- Leeyah Ismail

Play chase with Sahla at home.
- Fatima Zahra Jooma

Grow flowers and climb in bed with my mummy.
- Asma Khan

Play with my toys.  
- Uwais Koor

Play with my brother & sister and to paint.
- Sahla Loonat

Play in the office with my sister.   
- Nailah Mansoor

Pick flowers and ride horses.       
- Shiza Areff

Play cars, watch t.v. & play on my ipad.

- Sa’eed Mayat

Go to the zoo to see the giraffe.  
- Amaan Mohamed

Play Mario Kart.  
-  Muhammad Rayan Ismail

Sleep, watch t.v. and play.              
- Mahnoor Noor

Jump on my trampoline.        
- Zahraa Noorbhai

Have lots of visitors come to my house.
- Ameera Nosarka

Play with cars and my bike. 
- Muhammed Nosarka

Play Spiderman with my brother Muhammad Uwais   
- Nu’aym Rasool

Play playstation & play with my sister. I love her. 
- Zayyaan Sayed

Drive my bicycle and make ‘peep’.  
- Yusuf Suleman

Read what our 
“SPARLKING STARS” 
like to do on weekends…

3332

Jumping
Jellyfish
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This was my first year where I had five children all crying at the same time on the first day of school and now when I look back my 
‘Jumping Jellyfish’ have grown in so many ways – yes, numbers and letters have been learnt, but more importantly, fears have 
been broken, friends have been made and when they sit with great excitement, during ring-time and share their stories, it makes 
me very proud. Its been my great pleasure, I have enjoyed getting to know all 20 of their little personalities, all unique, all beautiful 
and very capable of achieving whatever they put their minds to. Remember our motto- don’t say you ‘can’t’ do it, just take out 
the letter ‘t’- now you can!

With special duas

Teacher Fatima

Message from the teacher
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Disneyland because I saw all the Disney characters there and I 
could go on Dumbo and the princess rides 
and I could go in the castle!
-Liyana Yussuff

Durban because theres a beach there and nice hotels.  
–Muhammad Zaydaan Limbada

Pietersburg because I have more fun than anything there!  
-Nabeel Adam 

Wakkaberry because my favourite thing is Ice cream!
-Farah Seedat 

Durban, because I can relax there!
-Maleeha Patel 

Fellside, because I live there.
-Iman Munshi 

My Narnies house because it is the bestest, because my narnie 
looks after me AND my daddy! 
-Hamza Dasoo 

Badplaas, because it is the funnest place and they have a 
hydro! 
-Saira Jiyah Ali

Durban, because you can go on a boat there! 
-Ayaan Ali Zaidi

School, because I like playing with my friends Hamza and 
Daanyaal in school! 
- Mikael Mohamedy 

My friend Aminah’s house because I play there. 
-Sara Sattar 

The Airport because I can have a nice meal there and see the 
planes take off and land. 
-Daanyaal Motala 

Outside because I can play with my bike outside! 
-Musseab Shakur

Warmbads because its too much fun playing in the hot pool 
there. 
-Aaliyah Tar Mahomed

School because I learn in school. 
-Ammar Sallie 

The toy shop because I like cars and Mummy and Daddy buy 
me cars. 
-Mohamed Zayaan Khan

Durban, because there is a beach there and I like the hotels 
there and I like to swim. 
-Faatimah Zahraa Cachalia

The Kabah because it’s a special place we face when we 
make salaah and there’s special Zam Zam water there. 
-Nurayn Laher

Lenz, because my fooi is there and I play there. 
-Razeen Bham   

Some of the happy hoppers most favourite 
places in the whole wide world are…

Your children are not your children.
They are the sons and daughters of Life's longing for itself.
They come through you but not from you,
And though they are with you yet they belong not to you.
You may give them your love but not your thoughts,
For they have their own thoughts.
You may house their bodies but not their souls,
For their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow,
which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.
You may strive to be like them,
but seek not to make them like you.

For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.
You are the bows from which your children
as living arrows are sent forth.
The archer sees the mark upon the path of the infinite,
and He bends you with His might
that His arrows may go swift and far.
Let your bending in the archer's hand be for gladness;
For even as He loves the arrow that flies,
so He loves also the bow that is stable.
     -Khalil Gibran

Message from the teacher
Assalamualaikum 

Excitement, nervousness and a hint of apprehension – these 
are some of the feelings I encountered on the first day of this 
school year, as I prepared myself to welcome my little ones into 
my class. Coming from an FET background, previously teaching 
matric, I felt quite ambivalent taking on the task of grade 00. 
Alhamdulillah, I cannot begin to describe how rewarding this 
year has been for me, and how much I have learnt and grown 
as an educator, and simply as a person. While teaching high 
school is all about the result and the discipline, grade 00 has 
taught me to appreciate the little things. The excitement on the 
kids’ faces as we line up to go outside, their million questions 
as we prepare for our weekly baking activity, and their shrieks 
of excitement when they start to see rain clouds gather. Being 

around little ones is a constant reminder of how fortunate we 
are to have the countless bounties Allah has given us, as they 
will never tire of telling you what ‘yummy food I ate for supper 
last night’ or ‘how I saw a butterfly in the park.’ Our kids are 
truly a gift and an amaanat from the Almighty, and I recall 
this every single day in my teaching. I would like to express a 
heartfelt jazakallah to all the parents that have given me the 
opportunity to be part of your child’s life and their development, 
and I have endeavoured to fulfil this amaanat to the best of my 
ability. There are those days, however when every teacher feels 
overwhelmed, and I would not have made it through those days 
without my amazing colleagues at HMA. You ladies inspire me!  

Jazakallah 
Teacher Ayesha Seedat 

I leave you with a poem by Khalil Gibran entitled ‘Children’
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Why age 7 is the right time  
to see an orthodontist.

© 2012 American Association of Orthodontists.

While your child’s teeth might appear to be straight, there may actually be a problem that needs to 
be evaluated by an orthodontist. If you recognize any of the following issues with your child, please 
schedule a check-up with your local orthodontist. It may be one of the most important actions you  
can take to ensure your child’s healthy and happy smile.

•  Early or late loss of baby teeth
•  Difficulty in chewing or biting
•  Mouth breathing
•  Jaws that shift or make sounds
•  Speech difficulties

Orthodontists are specialists in straightening teeth and aligning your bite. They have two to three  
years of education beyond dental school. So they’re experts at helping you and your child, get a great 
smile—that feels great, too.

Go to www.mylifemysmile.org to find an orthodontist near you or ask your dentist for a referral.

•  Biting the cheek or the roof of the mouth
•  Facial imbalance
•  Grinding or clenching of the teeth
•  Thumb or finger sucking

 

                  

            A warm welcome to Greenside Orthodontics 

Greenside Orthodontics is a unique, private 
orthodontic practice. Our number one goal is to 
provide the highest quality orthodontic care, in a 
friendly and caring environment. 

 

Using state of the art technology to enhance your 
patients experience, we utilize the most advanced 
procedures and equipment available to ensure that 
every patient achieves a healthy and beautiful smile.  

 

Our new practice has been beautifully designed and 
decorated in a modern style to give our patients the 
best treatment in an attractive, fun and relaxed 
environment. Our décor features natural woods, earth 
tones and a beautiful forest mural. We are committed 
to keeping green! We would love for you to please 
come and visit us at any time. 

 

We maintain a commitment to all our patients in every 
facet of our practice and will proudly provide your 
patients with the best quality Orthodontic care.  

 

With Sincere Thanks 

Dr J. Kaka 

Specialist Orthodontist    
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Words don’t come easy to me when it comes to speaking on an 
occasion like this. It is with mixed feelings that I will be saying farewell to 
the Houghton Muslim Academy. When I think of HMA today, I am filled 
with affection, gratitude, sadness and nostalgia, for its time for me to say 
goodbye.

I have truly cherished the past two years.  From my experiences at this 
wonderful school I have learnt that teaching is a 2-way road, where 
every time you teach, you end up learning instead from your students.
I have made many unforgettable memories and many more friends. Not 
to mention the wonderful children I’ve had the opportunity to teach.

To my colleagues, thank you for all the support and guidance. I will 
always cherish this teaching experience. To the parents of my wonderful 
students, thank you for trusting me with your precious gems. It was a 
pleasure to teach each and every one of your children.  And finally, to 
my students, grow strong and tall, and reach for the sun. But don’t forget 
to stay as sweet as you are and remember, always have fun. I have 
watched you learn and grow, and change from day to day. I hope that 
all the things I have done for you have helped you in some way.
So it is with happy memories that I leave Houghton Muslim Academy. 
I will truly miss waking up to the responsibility of shaping and guiding 
these beautiful young minds. 

Jazakallah

Teacher Yusra

Message from the teacher
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To my grade R 2013
Thank you for the love; laughter; and the wonderful memories!

May Allah SWT be with each of you in everything you do. May you walk, may you talk, may you learn his name...
for His pleasure... Ameen

Best of wishes for grade one!
.........Be awesome!......

TEACHER  SAFIYYA

Message from the teacher
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              I am reminded of an old Chinese proverb every morning when I greet my learners:
        If you want to know something; read it, If you want to understand something; write it, But if you desire to master something; teach it.

What have I mastered?
Children have an amazing ability to constantly test one’s knowledge. I was once told that a good educator is not necessarily one who has vast         
knowledge, but rather, one who is able to communicate that knowledge effectively to a learner in order to ensure that the learner fully  
understands what is being communicated.

As a consequence I have learnt that preparation 
and thoroughness are the two best assets an 
educator can have: two skills with which I confess 
I am not naturally blessed. The never-ending 
questions, ferocious curiosity and commendable 
desire of my learners to know have propelled me 
to be the best that I can be by overcoming my 
shortcomings.

Abdur Rahman, Faizaan, Firdaus, Humaira, 
Humairah, Ihsaan, Ja’fer, Laila, Mariam Chloe 
Adesina,  Minahil, Muhammad Rayhan, Tara 
Muzzammil, Nabeelah, Rimsha, Zainab, Zinneerah 
and Ziya, THANK YOU for teaching me to be the 
best that I can be. You are truly special and it was 
my privilege to have spent this year growing with 
you and learning from you. 

As you leave my class, know this; that you 
leave it having left a lasting impression on me, 
you will never be forgotten. May all your future 
endeavours be blessed by the Almighty and may 
you always strive for excellence. 

Teacher Somayya

Message from the teacher
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“I learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph over it. The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, 
but he who conquers that fear.”   
-Nelson Mandela 

“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.” 
-Nelson Mandela 

Why 67 minutes? 
This is how many years of his life Mandela strove for the 
freedom of our country. 

“Few things make the life of a parent more rewarding and sweet as successful children.” 
– Nelson Mandela

Our children are our greatest treasure. They are our future. Those who abuse them tear at the 
fabric of our society and weaken our nation. 
-Nelson Mandela 

AT HOSPICE...
A HELPING HAND

By Ayesha Seedat

As Muslims, we are continuously trying to improve ourselves, as 
well as try to help others when and where possible. This is one of 
the key values that our teachers take pride in trying to instil into 
our little ones. 
Mandela day, held annually the 18th of July proved to be an 
ideal opportunity for HMA to also do their bit and get in their 67 
minutes of charity work. 

Having Hospice as our neighbours, we didn’t have to look far to 
find a worthy cause to help. 
While most of the patients at Hospice are terminally ill, the nurses 
and staff work diligently and unselfishly to make sure that these 
patients receive the care that they require. 

HMA decided to do something special for the nurses and staff, 
and a collection drive of ‘tea time goodies’ was held. The re-
sult was overwhelming. The amount of chocolates and biscuits 
that were so willingly donated by our parents was astounding 
and allowed each class to fill an entire basket of goodies for the 
nurses. 

 
Coupled with that, each class took it upon themselves to make 
a beautiful piece of artwork, to be given to hospice to cheer up 
the walls in patient areas. 
The kids were extremely excited to be visiting the hospice, and 
each class armed with their basket of goodies and artwork took 
the short walk to our neighbours.

The kids were very well received by the nurses, whom were de-
lighted with their wonderful goodies. 
During the week, teachers also explained to the kids who Nelson 
Mandela is, and since his illness, we have constantly reminded 
our little ones to pray for him. 

Many of our learners have also taken it upon themselves to 
visit his home and make ‘get well soon’ cards for him. May 
the Almighty make it easy for him and grant him Imaan.  
Ameen. 
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Grade 1
Before we know it, it will be the end of the year and your 
same little, precious son or daughter who came to the Grade 1 
class so anxious and full of questions, is now reading, writing, 
doing maths and reading the words of Allah’s book, THE HOLY 
QURAAN. Allah’s Alhumdullilah, a feather in the cap for our 
young learners. 

Being part of all the exciting activities planned by the Foundation 
Phase team was truly a memorable experience for all of us. By 
the time I had finished placing all the articles in our magazine, 
I felt a kind of joy that words cannot express. 

The class of 2013 invites you to share our Grade 1 experience.



Chocolate coated bananas, sushi sandwiches and pastry robots...these are just some of the delectable treats our smallies whip 
up in our HMA kitchen.
A weekly baking activity is part of the routine for our toddlers, 000s and 00s, - something all of our young ones enjoy tremendously 
that is seen as the highlight of the week.

The weekly theme is incorporated into our baking activity, combining creativity and nutrition into one fun activity. Our kids often 
can’t wait to dive into their delicious treats – from pap for our South African theme to shape sandwiches and fruit Shewers... the 
list is endless!

Cultivating a good and balanced diet as well as exposing our kids to different types of food is imperative at this young age. Our 
budding masterchefs really know how to get their aprons dirty, so much so that we even had mummy’s approach us for recipes! 

OUR MOST POPULAR RECIPES....

By Ayesha Seedat
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in the Making....
Masterchefs

 TODDLES & 000’S SOAR HIGH WITH THEIR FAVOURITE RECIPE:

Aeroplane treats
Ingredients
• Finger biscuits
• Wafers
• Icing sugar
• Smarties
• Kit kat
• Boiling water

Method:
Mix boiling water with icing sugar till it forms into an icing 
consistency. Add colourant of your choice.
Cut wafer in angle so as to create the stabilizer of the air 
craft. Put icing at the end of the finger biscuit, and place 
stabilizer upright.
Place icing in the middle of the finger biscuit and place a kit 
kat on top of it. This will act as the wings.
Use smarties to decorate your edible aircraft.

Bon voyage,

Oats Crunchies
Ingredients: 
• Half pound butter
• 1 ¼ Cup Sugar
• 3 cups oats
• 2 cups coconut
• 1 tsp. Bocarb
• 1 cup Flour  
• 1 tsp. Golden syrup
• 1 tsp. Vanilla essence
• ½ tsp. Baking powder 
• Cinnamon

Method
Cream butter and Sugar. Add the rest of ingredients to form 
soft dough. Beat well together. Grease a square (20 cm X 18 
cm) cake tin. Press dough evenly into pan and bake till light 
brown and firm to touch at 180 degrees Celsius. Drizzle melted 
chocolate over crunchies. Cool and cut into squares.

T: 011 483 0761
F: 086 588 7778
C: 084 222 2222
m:  yaseen@merloni.co.za 
w:  www.merloni.co.za

Your brand enables you to control how information 
is perceived and what impression it makes on your 
customers.

As the old saying goes, ‘First impressions always last’.
We believe that “You don’t get a second chance to 
make the first impression”, we believe you need to put 
your best foot forward.

Our brand solutions clearly stand out in the clutter of 
brands. Our team creates brands that break the rules 
and catch the audience’s attention by their unique 
creativity and skill.

Caught your attention
didn’t we?
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Off to school I go, 
With my precious bag holding my precious cargo, 

I look forward to Lunch time a whole lot...
What has mum packed?

What have I got?

A yummy and nutritious sandwich Cut in a star shape, 
Vegie goodness individually packed, 
Oddles of noodles or pasta today? 

 Lunch time is fun time, 
That’s a fact...

Yummy olives with carrot sticks or my favourite fruit, 
Yoghurt is always a winner It gives us calcium you know.  

So big and strong I can grow.
Thank you mum for all the time you take.. 

To make sure lunch gives me all the energy I need, 
So that on the playground I can jump and run with so much speed... 

The love you put into my lunch makes it extra special. 
Only a mum can make carrots and cucumber so much fun...
It’s time to wash up for lunch.. Off to the bathroom I run!

Confessions in a 
Lunchbox..... 
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Another Successful year has come and gone it’s been a busy and productive year and I hope this magazine will evoke special memories.

Firstly I would like to thank our creator, without his guidance HMA would just have been “another Islamic School”. Thank you to our Board members 
who selflessly dedicate their  time  to ensure HMA becomes the successful school its destined to be. Uncle Yussuf Bham, Imraan Osman, Moulana 
Ridwaan Hoosen, Aunty Shayda Arbee, Mohammed Ebrahim Gaba and our newest addition Irshaad Varachia, May Allah (SWT) reward your 
efforts, it’s Obvious to see your Heart is in the right place.

To all our dedicated Staff: JazakallahuKhairan Aunty Fatima Areff (H.O.D) foundation phase, Fatima Mayet (H.O.D) Pre- primary phase, Faheema 
Laher , Safiyya Ebrahim , Humsheera Kolia ,Bibi Ayesha Carrim , Nabeela Peer, Yusra Gutta, Somayya Essack , ApaLuthfiya Mayet. Teachers are 
what make a school successful and judging by the success of HMA I would say u guys are doing an amazing Job!
Our Support staff: Aunty Maria , Sakina, Aunty Halima , Lizzy, Masegho “bombs” , Joyce, Gladys , Jane , Idilisa , Sheikh Masood and Not forgetting 
Ozzy (security). You guys play an integral role in HMA. 

Mo Seedat, for always assisting with maintenance issues.

This magazine would not  have come to fruition without all the wonderful pieces of art and writing from our learners. Jazakallah to all for the 
beautiful work, I bet it will be quite special for the kids to see “their masterpieces” in the magazine as they page through. Jazakallah to the 
educators who spent many hours typing an editing work & for putting so much ‘heart’ into our first magazine.

A very special Thank you to Fatima Mayet, for your efforts in assisting with the mag and for your research and guidance, this mag would not have 
been possible without you, Yusra Gutta for organising and collating all the photographs, And Safiyya Ebrahim for all your efforts.
To the companies that placed adverts and parents that took page sponsorships, your support made this magazine possible to complete. 
Jazakallah

Last but not least to Merloni :Yaseen Theba , Ahmed and co for designing this beautiful magazine and for always being the 1st to volunteer your 
services to the school. May the Almighty grant you guys immense success and may he take your company to new heights!

I hope that you have enjoyed reading through this magazine and that it always bring back special memories.

We wish you Happy Holidays and all the best for 2014.

Love & Duaas

Raz

AssalaamuAlaikum

Editorial
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